BISMARCK

tain and sea air; if I am to take an oar in the galley I must
collect some store of health, and Paris has hitherto suited
me badly, with this confounded lounging bachelor's life.
In the second place, the King must have time to come to
a quiet decision on his own initiative, else his Majesty
will make those persons who urged him on responsible for
the conclusions. In the third place, Bernstorff does not
intend to go now: the King has repeatedly invited him
to stay, and declared that he never spoke to me at all
about the Foreign Office; but I do not consider the posi-
tion of a minister without portfolio tenable. In the fourth
place, my joining it would appear at the present time pur-
poseless and casual, but may be used later on as an im-
pressive manoeuvre.

' I imagine that the ministry will quietly and distinct-
ly oppose all attempts at retrenchment in the army budget,
but not let them lead to a crisis, rather permitting the
Chamber to discuss the whole budget in detail. I sup-
pose that will be finished by September. Then the bud-
get, which I assume will not be acceptable to the govern-
ment, will be sent up to the Upper House, in case it is
quite certain that the mutilated budget draft will be re-
jected there. Then, or at any rate before the discussion
in the Upper House, it might be returned to the Chamber
of Deputies, with a royal message explaining the reasons
why the Crown cannot give its assent to a budget bill of
this nature, and they might be called upon to discuss the
matter afresh. Perhaps at this point, or earlier, it might
be well to adjourn the Diet for thirty days. The longer
the matter is drawn out, the more the Chamber will lose
in public esteem, since it has made and will continue to

make the mistake of taking its stand on foolish trifles, and
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